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natural strength could not otherwise have borne.    The greatest miracle
seemed her patience in bearing the murmurs and even the reproaches of
these ungrateful and importunate people.    Catharine dressed and served
an old woman named Tocca, infected to that degree with a leprosy that
the magistrates had ordered her to be removed out of the city and separated
from all others.^   This poor wretch nevertheless made no other return to
the tender charity of the saint but continual bitter complaints and re-
proaches; which, instead of wearying out her constancy, only moved the
saint to show her still greater marks of sweetness and humility.   Another,
whose infectious cancer the saint for a long time sucked and dressed,
published against her the most infamous calumnies, in which she was
seconded by a sister of the convent.   Catharine bore in silence the violent
persecution they brought upon her and continued her affectionate services
till, by her patience and prayers, she had obtained of God the conversion
of both these enemies, which was followed by a retraction of their slanders.
The ardent charity of this holy virgin made her indefatiagble in labour-
ing for the conversion of sinners, offering for that end continual tears,
prayers, fasts, and other austerities, and thinking nothing difficult or above
her strength.   All her discourses, actions, and her very silence powerfully
induced men to the love of virtue, so that no one, according to Pope
Pius II, ever approached her who went not away better.    Nannes, a
powerful turbulent citizen, being brought to our saint to be reclaimed,
all she could say to him to bring him to a right sense of his duty was of
no effect; upon which she made a sudden pause in her discourse, to offer
up her prayers for him: they were heard that very instant, and an entire
change was wrought in the man, to which his tears and other tokens bore
evidence.    He accordingly reconciled himself to all his enemies and
embraced a most penitential life.    When he afterwards fell into many
* temporal calamities, the saint rejoiced at his spiritual advantage under
them, saying, God purged his heart from the poison with which it was
infected by its inveterate attachment to creatures.   Nannes gave to the
saint a stately house which he possessed within two miles of the city.
This, by the pope's authority, she converted into a nunnery,   We omit
the miraculous conversion of James Tholomei and his sisters, of Nicholas
Tuldo, and many others;  particularly of two famous assassins going to
die with blasphemies in their mouths and in transports of rage and despair,
who were suddenly converted in their last moments, on the saint's praying
for them, confessed their crimes to a priest with great signs of repentance,
and appeared thoroughly resigned to the punishment about to be inflicted
on them.   A pestilence laying waste the country in 1374, Catharine devoted
herself to serve the infected and obtained of God the cure of several;
amongst  others,  of two   holy Dominicans,  Raymund of Capua aad
Bartholomew of Sienna.   The most hardened sinners could not withstand